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                       FACT SHEET


Quality preschool programs are expensive and not accessible to all.  If all Houston children cannot have critical developmental care, how will this impact both the child and the economy?

What is Preschool For ALL?

Preschool for ALL is a partnership between the Greater Houston Collaborative for Children (GHCC) and the Center for Houston’s Future (CHF) to expand access to quality preschool programs to all three-and four-year-old children in the greater Houston region.  The Greater Houston Collaborative for Children, a sponsored project of the Greater Houston Community Foundation, is a unique collaboration of funders, children’s service providers and others that have come together to make a measurable difference in the lives of Houston’s youngest children from birth to age six and their families.  The Center For Houston’s Future (CHF), an affiliate of the Greater Houston Partnership, was created to identify diverse, emerging business leaders and to engage them in addressing critical and strategic, long-range issues affecting the future of the city. 

What are the facts?

· The Houston Region has an estimated 42% of its preschool-aged population (53,000 children) living at or below the level that the state of Texas and federal government categorizes as ‘educationally disadvantaged’ – 185% of the federal poverty line, or $33,485 for a family of four. 

· A quality preschool program that provides a full workday and full year of service in the U.S. typically costs between $7,000 and $10,000 per year.  A quality half-workday, full year preschool program typically costs between $4,000 and $6,000 per year. 

· 50% of the Houston Region’s 3- and 4-year-old children, almost 62,000 children, spend time in center-based preschool programs (licensed child-care centers, Head Start, and public prekindergarten).

· Research indicates that economic benefits to society relative to the costs of these quality programs range from a 2:1 ratio in the short run to a 7:1 ratio in the long run ($2 economic benefit to the $1 invested in the program).  
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What makes a quality preschool program?

· Attention to the child’s overall cognitive, social, emotional and physical development;

· Well-educated and well-trained staff;

· Low child:teacher ratios;

· Low group sizes in classrooms;

· Families committed to being their children’s first teachers; and

· Parents and teachers who partner together to create a positive learning environment for their children. 

What are the long-term benefits?

· Higher math and reading scores; 

· Higher high school graduation and college attendance;

· Lower incidences of grade retention and dropout rates;

· Fewer referrals to special education;

· More home ownership and higher incomes;

· Lower crime and unemployment rates; and

· Fewer and later teen pregnancies.

What are the solutions going forward?

· Determine quality of preschool programs in the Houston Region by evaluating preschool programs through an appropriate assessment – quality rating system.

Immediate need:  Establish a quality rating system for preschool programs, similar to tiered rating scales for quality indicators used in North Carolina and Kentucky, beginning with a pilot program to test and improve the system.

· Seek to maximize the use of all existing funding streams by facilitating collaborations among the three preschool systems.  

Immediate need:  Expand existing and develop new collaborative models that integrate existing funding streams for preschool education.  

· Long-term needs: All children have access to an affordable quality preschool program.

www.preschoolforall.org








